A Voice for the Youth

Orange Youth Services is recognized as the central agency for the development, implementation and coordination of programs and services for the youth of the Town of Orange.

Orange Youth Services Amity Middle/High Schools

Teen Talent Contest Highlights Talented Students
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Pictured above are some of the contestants who participated in the 

Youth Services Amity Middle/High schools Teen Talent Contest. 

The Contest presented 12 acts encompassing 23 teen students.
Teen Talent Contest Showcases Orange Stars!!!

Orange Youth Services held their Amity Middle/Amity High School Teen Talent Contest on Saturday evening, January 9th, at the High Plains Community Center gym, Orange. Teens from Amity Middle and Amity High school were invited to perform a selection of their choice for the contest. The purpose of this competition is to provide participants with an opportunity to display their skills through the performing arts. Twelve talent acts, encompassing 23 youth, were presented by individuals/groups and were drawn from dance, vocal arts, instrumental and bands. Prizes were awarded and snacks and refreshments were served at the event. Approximately150 persons attended the event.

The contestants were Gabby Aairdo, Andrew Bailey, Jim Bonvincini, Matt Boyd, Zach DeCola, Cord DePalma, Audrey Dellert, Al Demski, Emily Feng, Chris Ferrell, Shayne Fischman, Eric Hansen, Shaylen Harger, Joanie Kim, Bowen Kirwood, Jenny Liu, Shaun Masse, Dan Raucci, Nolan Roche, Jennifer Schwartz, Robert Schwartz, Brendan Sullivan, and Tricia Thomson. Donated items included an Ovation guitar from James P. Sandler and Ovation; a studio recording session from Horizon Recording Studios, West Haven; Fender guitar from Guitar Center, West Haven; an amp from Bankos Music, Ansonia; Sam Ash gift cards from Sam Ash Music, New Haven; and gift cards sponsored by Youth Services. In addition, all contestants received a bag of appreciation which contained Tee shirts donated by Worn Free, calendars, and gift certificates donated Five Guys Famous Burgers & Fries. Judges were Dean Falcone, Amit Lahav, Jon O’Keefe, and John Ulatowski. Jon O’Keefe and Dean Falcone were also chief setup and production coordinators. Bob Brown was stage crew student leader.  The emcee of the event was Robert Catalde.  

Orange Youth Services Art Colony 2009/2010

-Youth Services is now encouraging students to submit a work of art that will hang at the High Plains Community Center for approximately 4 months. The artists’ work will be seen by many of the Center’s visitors.

-Artists, or parent, can call John Ulatowski, Youth Services Coordinator, at 203-891-4785 or email at julatowski@orange-ct.gov for further information.  Parent must fill out permission and waiver form to exhibit.  (Located in Office or by Email request)
Parents can also bring art work to Community Services office at High Plains Community Center Monday-Friday between 8:30 am to 4:00 pm and fill out permission form.

Guidelines:

-All artwork, novice and advanced, will be represented in the exhibit. Exhibit is ongoing, and will accept submissions as long as hanging space is available. Hanging starts in January. Exhibit will run 4 months. - Orange youth, grades K-12, are eligible to exhibit

-Media will be paintings, drawings, and photography 

-The artwork itself should be no larger than 11X14 

-Works should be matted, and should not be framed.

(Light-weight simple matting is the best for hanging works.)
-The artwork will have a “hang time” of approximately 4 months. All art work will be exhibited on the walls of the High Plains Community Center. A reception for artist and parents will be scheduled in May at HPCC.
Youth Services looking for Youth Volunteer Service Candidates

Youth Services can assist you with youth volunteer opportunities at the Community Center. Need hours for your resume, religious organizations requirements, or just to offer to help community service activities? We may be able to help with diverse opportunities at our events. Email or call John at Community Services: 203-891-4785 or julatowski@orange-ct.gov

Have your work published in Youth Informer!

The Youth Informer is looking for submissions from students. Did you write a poem or essay, take a super photograph (maybe one of your pet?), do a small drawing, voice an opinion on an issue of importance, talk about your hero, describe the best moment in your life, what is your favorite food, do a movie review.  If you can offer any of these to Youth Informer we could possibly use it in coming editions. Get published! Maybe be famous.  Email all submissions to John Ulatowski at julatowski@orange-ct.gov
                                  Youth Informer needs a new Mascot!        

Our newsletter needs a new mascot to announce page one. Why not submit a drawing of your own that you feel students would learn to love.  Prize for submission will be chosen. Your mascot will be featured on all Youth Informer page ones.   Send to:  Orange Community Services, Attn John, High Plains Community Center, 525 Orange Center Rd. Orange Ct 06477.  

Amity Middle School Student Spotlight
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AMBER LUTZ is an 8th grade student at Amity Middle School in Orange.  She lives in Woodbridge with her parents, her dog Kimmie and cats Tucker and Garfield.   One of Amber’s favorite subjects in school is science.  She loves investigating things and she loves to watch 

NCIS on TV.  Her Uncle Jack was in the Navy and NCIS stands for Naval Criminal Investigative Service.  She also loves to sing and has been a member of the school Choir for both years at Amity Middle School.  She plugs in her IPod and sings to her dad every morning as he drives her to school.  Her favorite band is Jonas Brothers. But she loves most music.  She also loves to dance.  She dances twice a week after school at Rita Tottenham Studios.  She has been dancing there for 6 years.  She also performed a ribbon dance at last years Amity Middle School Talent Show.  Amber loves animals, especially dogs. She also loves children.  Amber participates in the “Fabulous Friends” program at school and loves to be able to help others less fortunate than her. She is a very loving and caring person. She hopes someday to have a job where she can be caregiver to small children or animals.  Amber helps her mother twice a week with religious education classes.  (Special thanks to Lynn Edwards for her assistance!)
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Photos by:  Bobby Brown & Barbie Harger

Our Next Youth Services Dances for Orange 7th &8th grades

February Delights — Come to the ever popular February dance on Friday, February 5, from 7 to 9 pm at High Plains. Super special candy treats, flower bouquets, and a bunch of raffle prizes will be there for you!

Welcome Spring - Join us for our fun-filled March dance on Friday, March 5, from 7 to 9 pm at High Plains. There will; be plenty of good stuff to be shared as we will welcome in the new season. Looking forward to see you!

***Please note: Dance weather policy – It is the policy of the Youth Services Department that if schools are closed on the day of the dance for any reason, then the scheduled Youth Services dance will be postponed to a later date.









