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First Selectman Mitchell R. Goldblatt announced today that the Town of Orange would be offering flu vaccinations to residents.

Goldblatt praised Orange Visiting Nurse Association Administrator Carol Wade for pursuing alternatives after it was revealed that the town’s shipment from Chiron would not be arriving due to quality control problems at its manufacturing source in England. “Carol and the OVNA were able to work with the State of Connecticut Department of Public Health to secure approximately 750 doses of the flu vaccine for Orange residents,” Goldblatt said.

Orange Director of Health Dr. Joseph Zelson has announced that the flu vaccinations will be by appointment only. Applications for receiving the vaccine are available at the Town Clerk’s Office at Orange Town Hall, the Clark Building (former library), Case Memorial Library, the Senior Center at High Plains Community Center, and on the Internet at www.orange-ct.gov.

Applications must be received by Friday, November 12, 2004 to be eligible to receive a flu shot. The Town will follow priority guidelines suggested by the State of Connecticut Department of Public Health. Priority will be given to homebound patients of the OVNA, followed by those adults who are more likely to suffer severe complications or death from influenza. 

All applicants will be sent notification as to whether they will be able to receive the shot. A single day will be established for the vaccinations and appointments must be kept or will be forfeited to those next in priority. There is a charge of $20 per vaccination that may be covered by Medicare, HealthNet Smart Choice, ConnectiCare, or Anthem Blue Cross.

While the town is disappointed that it was unable to receive the full supply of 1500 doses that were ordered for this year, OVNA Administrator Wade said, “that we are pleased that at least some of our residents will be able to receive this vaccination this year.”

