
p
erm

its w
ere issu

ed
.  A

s a resu
lt th

e for-

est is d
eligh

tfu
lly op

en
.  Ju

st off th
e 

p
arkin

g lot th
ere is a h

an
d

icap
p

ed
-

accessible board
 w

alk th
rou

gh
 som

e in
-

terestin
g w

etlan
d

s.  T
h

e m
an

agem
en

t of 

th
is forest w

as p
u

t u
n

d
er th

e d
irection

 of 

th
e Y

ale Sch
ool of F

orestry early in
 th

e 

20
th

 cen
tu

ry an
d

 con
tin

u
ed

 u
n

til th
e 

early 19
50

’s w
h

en
 w

ater com
p

an
y forest-

ers took over.  T
h

is w
as on

e of th
e first 

p
rofession

ally m
an

aged
 forests in

 th
e 

cou
n

try. 

B
ecau

se of its large size an
d

 its p
rox-

im
ity to op

en
 sp

ace all th
e w

ay to th
e 

M
altby L

akes th
is is a m

arvelou
s w

ild
life 

area.  T
h

e varied
 h

abitats: stream
belts, 

forests, w
etlan

d
s, m

ead
ow

s, an
d

 bru
sh

 

m
ake th

is attractive to a variety of an
i-

m
als an

d
 son

gbird
s.  M

an
y sp

ecies of 

rep
tiles an

d
 am

p
h

ibian
s fin

d
 th

e h
abitat 

to th
eir likin

g an
d

 even
 avian

 p
red

ators 

su
ch

 as th
e G

reat-h
orn

ed
 O

w
l can

 occa-

sion
ally be seen

. 

T
h

e R
acebrook T

ract en
com

p
asses 

210
 acres in

 O
ran

ge an
d

 18
1 acres in

 

W
ood

brid
ge.  T

h
e T

ract w
as p

u
r-

ch
ased

 from
 tw

o farm
ers, A

sa A
llin

g 

an
d

 Sylvester C
olbu

rn
, by th

e N
ew

 

H
aven

 W
ater C

om
p

an
y early in

 th
e 

20
th

 cen
tu

ry.  T
h

e ston
e w

alls w
h

ich
 

crisscross th
e T

ract are th
e origin

al 

farm
 fen

ces. 

T
h

e tw
o circu

itou
s trails both

 start 

in
 O

ran
ge an

d
 cross over in

to W
ood

-

brid
ge.  T

h
e lon

ger trail is ju
st over 

2.5 m
iles.  T

h
ese relatively level 

trails gen
erally p

ass th
rou

gh
 m

ixed
 

h
ard

w
ood

s bu
t p

arts of th
e w

h
ite, 

p
u

rp
le, an

d
 red

 trails p
ass th

rou
gh

 

im
p

ressive stan
d

s of w
h

ite p
in

es 

p
lan

ted
 in

 19
0

9
.  T

h
ese are a re-

m
in

d
er th

at th
e area w

as origin
ally 

p
lan

ted
 in

 several varieties of ever-

green
s.  T

im
ber h

arvests w
ere con

-

d
u

cted
 p

eriod
ically by th

e R
egion

al 

W
ater A

u
th

ority an
d

 firew
ood

  

S
o

u
th

 C
e

n
tr

a
l 

R
e

g
io

n
a
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C

o
u

n
c

il
 o
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G
o

v
e

r
n

m
e

n
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a

sh
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g
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n
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v
e

n
u

e
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4
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o
r 

W
e
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N
o
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h
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a

v
e

n
, 

C
T

  
0

6
4

7
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P
h
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n

e
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) 

2
3

4
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5
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F
a

x
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2
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4
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8
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E
-m

a
il
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a
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s@
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o

g
.o

rg
 

R
A

C
E

B
R

O
O

K
 

  
T

R
A

C
T

 

#
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2
 

O
ra

n
g

e 
 

&
  

W
o

o
d

b
ri

d
g

e,
 C

T
 

D
ir

e
ct

io
n

s 
a

n
d

 P
a

rk
in

g
: 

T
h

e 
R

ac
eb

ro
ok

 T
ra

ct
 p

ar
ki

n
g 

ar
ea

 
is

 lo
ca

te
d

 ju
st

 o
ff

 R
ac

eb
ro

ok
 R

oa
d

 
(R

ou
te

 1
14

) 
in

 O
ra

n
ge

 ju
st

 n
or

th
 o

f 
D

er
by

 A
ve

n
u

e 
(R

ou
te

 3
4)

.  
R

ou
te
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 c
an

 b
e 

ac
ce

ss
ed

 v
ia

 t
h

e 
W

il
bu

r 
C

ro
ss

 P
ar

kw
ay

.  
 

 

P
e

rm
it

te
d

 A
ct

iv
it

ie
s:

 

P
er

m
it

te
d

 a
ct

iv
it

ie
s 

in
cl

u
d

e 
h

ik
in

g,
 

cr
os

s 
co

u
n

tr
y 

sk
ii

n
g,

 b
ic

yc
li

n
g,

 h
or

se
 

ba
ck

 r
id

in
g,

 a
n

d
 f

is
h

in
g 

in
 R

ac
e 

B
ro

ok
 

an
d

 C
ol

bu
rn

 B
ro

ok
.  

Sp
ec

ia
l r

u
le

s 
fo

r 
th

e 
la

tt
er

 t
w

o 
ac

ti
vi

ti
es

 a
re

 p
os

te
d

 a
t 

th
e 

O
x 

Sh
ed

 n
ea

r 
th

e 
tr

ai
l e

n
tr

an
ce

. 
D

og
s 

m
u

st
 b

e 
le

as
h

ed
.  

P
le

as
e 

ba
g 

an
d

 
re

m
ov

e 
an

y 
d

og
 w

as
te

. 

F
o

r 
m

o
re

 i
n

fo
rm

a
ti

o
n

 a
b

o
u

t 
 

th
is

 l
o

ca
ti

o
n

, 
co

n
ta

ct
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T

ow
n

 o
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ra
n

ge
 

C
on

se
rv

at
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m
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si
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2
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T
he O

x Shed
 w

a
s bu

ilt a
n

d
 u

sed
 d

u
r-

in
g

 the con
stru

ction
 of the 

W
ep

a
w

a
u

g
 T

u
n

n
el, p

a
ra

llel to the 

w
hite bla

zed
 tra

il, bu
ilt in

 the ea
rly 

19
0

0
’s betw

een
 the W

ep
a

w
a

u
g

 R
es-

ervoir on
 R

ou
te 34

 a
n

d
 the M

a
ltby 

L
a

kes to com
bin

e the ru
n

off from
 the 

tw
o w

a
tershed

s.  It is n
ot in

 u
se a

t 

p
resen

t.  T
he O

x Shed
 w

a
s orig

in
a

lly 

u
sed

 a
 p

a
ym

a
ster’s shed

 for tea
m

s 

ha
u

lin
g

 to a
n

d
 from

 the tu
n

n
el con

-

stru
ction

.  L
a

ter it w
a

s u
sed

 to shel-

ter oxen
, m

u
les, a

n
d

 horses.  

P
hotog

ra
p

h by E
d

 T
u

cker, O
ra

n
g

e C
on

serva
tion

 C
om

m
ission

 

T
hi

s 
p

ro
je

ct
 m

a
d

e 
p

os
si

bl
e 

th
ro

u
gh

 a
 g

ra
n

t 
fr

om
 t

he
 N

a
ti

on
a

l R
ec

re
a

ti
on

a
l T

ra
il

s 
P

ro
-

g
ra

m
, t

he
 F

ed
er

a
l H

ig
h

w
a

y 
A

d
m

in
is

tr
a

ti
on

, 
a

n
d

 t
he

 C
on

n
ec

ti
cu

t 
D

ep
a

rt
m

en
t 

of
  

E
n

vi
ro

n
m

en
ta

l P
ro

te
ct

io
n

. 




