
T
h

e trail n
ow

 becom
es qu

ite steep
 d

e-

scen
d

in
g bed

rock before crossin
g a 

sm
all stream

, d
rain

in
g th

e n
orth

ern
 

w
etlan

d
 area, an

d
 th

en
 clim

bin
g u

p
 to 

th
e level in

lan
d

 trails th
rou

gh
 a forest 

w
ith

 an
 u

n
d

er story of M
ou

n
tain

 L
au

-

rel p
u

n
ctu

ated
 by p

ictu
resqu

e rock ou
t-

crop
p

in
gs.   

T
h

ere is a large w
etlan

d
 in

 th
e n

orth
-

ern
 section

 an
d

 p
ortion

s of th
e trail 

m
ay be m

u
d

d
y d

u
rin

g w
et p

eriod
s, bu

t 

th
e d

eer tracks u
su

ally m
ake u

p
 for th

e 

in
con

ven
ien

ce.  T
h

ese trails h
ave been

 

u
sed

 by local resid
en

ts for years.  T
h

e 

site w
as acqu

ired
 by th

e T
ow

n
 of O

r-

an
ge in

 20
0

1.  T
h

e d
eed

 d
escribes th

e 

eastern
 bou

n
d

ary as an
 O

ld
 H

igh
w

ay.  

It is bou
n

d
ed

 on
 both

 sid
es by ston

e 

w
alls.  T

h
e w

estern
 w

all is th
e H

ou
sa-

ton
ic O

verlook bou
n

d
ary lin

e.  P
art of 

th
e eastern

 section
 of th

e trail actu
ally 

travels ou
tsid

e th
e O

verlook on
 th

is old
 

stage coach
 road

. 

T
h

e trails alon
g T

u
cker’s R

id
ge, be-

tw
een

 th
e T

en
n

eco P
ipelin

e an
d

 th
e 

p
recip

itou
s 20

0
-foot eastern

 p
ali-

sad
e, overlook th

e H
ou

saton
ic R

iver 

w
ith

 th
e T

ow
n

 of Sh
elton

 d
irectly to 

th
e w

est an
d

 T
w

o M
ile Islan

d
 an

d
 

D
erby to th

e n
orth

.  W
ith

 its com
-

m
an

d
in

g view
 of th

e H
ou

saton
ic 

R
iver, on

e can
 visu

alize In
d

ian
 sen

-

tries keep
in

g a w
atch

 for ap
p

roach
-

in
g en

em
y can

oes from
 lookou

ts 

alon
g th

is rid
ge. 

D
u

rin
g th

e w
in

ter bald
 eagles can

 

frequ
en

tly be seen
 soarin

g over th
e 

w
ater or sittin

g in
 trees on

 eith
er 

sid
e of th

e river.  T
h

e trail p
rovid

es 

variou
s view

s of th
e H

ou
saton

ic as 

on
e travels sou

th
 alon

g T
u

cker’s 

R
id

ge.  Ju
st before th

e trail m
erges 

w
ith

 th
e p

ip
elin

e easem
en

t, th
ere 

are som
e good

 view
s of th

e H
ou

sa-

ton
ic in

 th
e sou

th
erly d

irection
.  
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T
h
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sc

en
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ar

t 
of

 t
h
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tr

ai
l i
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be

st
 a

c-
ce

ss
ed
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 t
h
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n

or
th

er
ly

 p
ar

ki
n
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ea
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th
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H
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ge
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W
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 t
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E

xi
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 a

n
d

 
fo

ll
ow
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h

ee
le

r’
s 

F
ar

m
 R

oa
d

 n
or

th
 t

o 
D

er
by

-M
il

fo
rd

 R
oa

d
.  

T
ak

e 
a 

le
ft

 a
n

d
 

th
en

 a
n

ot
h

er
 le

ft
 o

n
to
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h
 R
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R

oa
d

.  
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h

e 
so

u
th

er
ly

 p
ar
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n

g 
ar

ea
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t 
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en
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ed
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ro

ve
 S

tr
ee

t 
le
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d
ir

ec
tl

y 
to

 
th

e 
fa

ir
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ve
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n

d
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ra
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 t
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ra
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n
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T
h

is
 p

ro
p

er
ty

 is
 f

or
 p

as
si

ve
 u

se
 o

n
ly

.  
H

ik
in

g 
al

l-
ye

ar
 r

ou
n

d
 w

it
h

 s
n

ow
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sh
oe

in
g 

or
 c

ro
ss

-c
ou

n
tr

y 
sk
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n

g 
d

u
ri

n
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w
in

te
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on

th
s.

  D
og
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ar
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p
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it
te
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as

h
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D
esig

n
a

ted
 a

s the Sta
te F

low
er by 

the G
en

era
l A

ssem
bly in

 19
0

7, the 

M
ou

n
ta

in
 L

a
u

rel (K
a

lm
ia

 la
tifolia

) 

is p
erh

a
p

s the m
ost bea

u
tifu

l of n
a

-

tive A
m

erica
n

 shru
bs. Its fra

g
ra

n
ce 

a
n

d
 the m

a
ssed

 richn
ess of its w

hite 

a
n

d
 p

in
k blossom

s so vivid
ly con

-

tra
st w

ith
 the d

a
rker colors of the 

forests a
n

d
 th

e field
s tha

t th
ey ha

ve 

con
tin

u
a

lly a
ttra

cted
 the a

tten
tion

 

of tra
velers sin

ce the ea
rliest d

a
ys of 

ou
r colon

iza
tion

.  In
 Ju

n
e the 

M
ou

n
ta

in
 L

a
u

rel is m
a

g
n

ificen
t.   
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e C
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u
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 g

ra
n

t 
fr
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 t
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 N

a
ti

on
a

l R
ec

re
a

ti
on

a
l T

ra
il

s 
P

ro
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g
ra

m
, t

he
 F

ed
er

a
l H

ig
h

w
a

y 
A

d
m

in
is

tr
a

ti
on

, 
a

n
d

 t
he

 C
on

n
ec

ti
cu

t 
D

ep
a

rt
m

en
t 

of
  

E
n

vi
ro

n
m

en
ta

l P
ro

te
ct

io
n

. 




