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The trails along Tucker’s Ridge, be-
tween the Tenneco Pipeline and the
precipitous 200-foot eastern pali-
sade, overlook the Housatonic River
with the Town of Shelton directly to
the west and Two Mile Island and
Derby to the north. With its com-
manding view of the Housatonic
River, one can visualize Indian sen-
tries keeping a watch for approach-
ing enemy canoes from lookouts
along this ridge.

During the winter bald eagles can
frequently be seen soaring over the
water or sitting in trees on either
side of the river. The trail provides
various views of the Housatonic as
one travels south along Tucker’s
Ridge. Just before the trail merges
with the pipeline easement, there
are some good views of the Housa-
tonic in the southerly direction.

The trail now becomes quite steep de-
scending bedrock before crossing a
small stream, draining the northern
wetland area, and then climbing up to
the level inland trails through a forest
with an under story of Mountain Lau-
rel punctuated by picturesque rock out-
croppings.

Photograph by Ed Tucker , Orange Conservation Commission

There is a large wetland in the north-

ern section and portions of the trail Designated as the State Flower by
may be muddy during wet periods, but the General Assembly in 1907, the
the deer tracks usually make up for the Mountain Laurel (Kalmia latifolia)
inconvenience. These trails have been is perhaps the most beautiful of na-
used by local residents for years. The tive American shrubs. Its fragrance
site was acquired by the Town of Or- and the massed richness of its white
ange in 2001. The deed describes the and pink blossoms so vividly con-
eastern boundary as an Old Highway. trast with the darker colors of the
It is bounded on both sides by stone forests and the fields that they have

continually attracted the attention
of travelers since the earliest days of

walls. The western wall is the Housa-
tonic Overlook boundary line. Part of
the eastern section of the trail actually
travels outside the Overlook on this old
stage coach road.

our colonization. In June the
Mountain Laurel is magnificent.
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