BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS
The Board of Assessment Appeals is quasi-judicial board comprised of local citizens appointed by the First Selectman. The board convenes annually to hear complaints on real estate assessments, motor vehicle assessments and business personal property assessments. Upon written application to the Board, each appellant is issued an appointment with board members where the appellant may enter oral or written documentation concerning their disagreement with the assessment. The Board deliberates each case and sends each appellant a written decision on the disposition of their appeal. 

The Town of Orange issued 5,879 increase notices to tax payers concerning the October 1, 2007 grand list. Out of the total, approximately 5,498 real estate notices were sent to inform taxpayers of the increases caused by the second year of phase –in of real property assessments. 
 A summary of appeals is as follows:

Frequency Distribution of Type


Cumulative

Cumulative

Type 
Count
Count
Percent
Percent
Business personal property
1
1
1.85
1.85

Motor Vehicles
1
2
1.85
3.70         
Commercial & Industrial
10
12
18.52
22.22

Golf course
1
13
1.85
24.07

Residential                                 
41
54
        75.93  
100.00         
Out of the fifty four appeals filed, twenty eight were dismissed and twenty six were granted relief. 
Total assessment deductions awarded before phase-in equaled -1,471,200 in assessed value. Total assessment reductions after phase-in equaled- 606,480 in assessed value.
