ORANGE GOVERNMENT ACCESS TELEVISION (OGAT)

The primary goal of OGAT is to make local government more accessible and more understandable to the residents of Orange.  OGAT strives to help its viewers understand how local government operates, how the activities of town government affect the community, to inform the residents of the available town services and how to better utilize them and above all to maintain transparency in government for the residents of Orange.  We do this through the production and distribution of programming which covers a wide range of government information.

Orange Town Hall is wired with a special access cable enabling both live and prerecorded cablecasts to be made.  OGAT uses digital video cameras and a digital hard drive to record programs and Digital Versatile Discs (DVDs) for storage and broadcast of programs.  This technology provides a more secure method of storing programs than video tape and, with the use of multi-disc DVD players, allows us to broadcast several different programs before any repeat.  During the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008, we authorized our coordinator to provide our programming on the internet at video.google.com.  To access these programs enter “http://video.google.com” into your internet browser, and then enter, Orange OGAT, into the Google search box. These capabilities are examples of OGAT’s focus on continuous improvement and our desire to be on the cutting edge of government access stations in adopting the latest recording and broadcast technologies.

During the fiscal year, the OGAT station broadcast 217 different programs of which 169 were board meetings and 48 were special events.  Programs originating from Town Hall are usually broadcast live.  All programs are recorded for replay.  A sample of the programs shown includes: Board of Selectmen Meetings, Board of Finance Meetings, Town Plan and Zoning Commission Meetings, Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commission Meetings, Amity Board of Education Meetings, Orange Board of Education Meetings, First Selectman Jim Zeoli on “Meet the Leaders”, Annual Town Meetings and Budget Hearings, CT Legislature Energy & Technology Committee Hearing on an Act Concerning Community Access Television, Candidates Debates, Elected Officials Swearing in Ceremony, Orange Police Awards Ceremony, Concerts at the Orange Fairgrounds Gazebo, Holiday Festival, Strawberry Festival, Veteran’s Day, Flag Day & Memorial Day Ceremonies, CERT – Community Emergency Response Team, Pumpkin Palooza, Orange Firemen’s Carnival, Orange Country Fair, Bryan-Andrews House Tour & Program, Breast Cancer Awareness Ceremony, Government Day for Students at Town Hall, “Pasta Festa” Living Legends, Orange Business Expo and Breakfast, New Voting Machines Demonstration, Public Service Announcements. Broadcasts are shown on Cablevision Channel 79.

During the fiscal year, the town conducted two Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) mediation sessions with Sound View Community Media, Inc.  The sessions were mandated by the Department of Public Utilities Control (DPUC).  The purpose was to negotiate a schedule for regional programming to be shown on OGAT.  Both sessions ended without agreement.   In February, 2008 HB 5814, An Act Concerning Community Access Television was introduced in the state legislature.  The bill would allow the six municipalities in our cable television franchise area (Area 2) to have the right to cablecast town specific educational and government programming.  OGAT Chairman Sol Silverstein and Coordinator Ron Davis testified in favor of this bill at the Legislature’s Energy and Technology Committee hearing on March 7, 2008 as did our state legislators and members of the Area 2 Cable Advisory Council.  OGAT and other supporters of the bill worked tirelessly with our legislators to get it passed.  The result was Public Act 08-159, An Act Concerning Third-Party Nonprofit Community Access Providers and Community Antenna Television Companies.  OGAT is now officially a town specific station as a result of this law.

OGAT is always interested in comments from individuals on its programming.  We are also interested in finding individuals who would like to work with us to record or edit broadcasts.  If you have a comment or would like to learn or add your expertise to any of our broadcasts, please contact the First Selectman’s Office in Town Hall at 891 – 2122 ext. 738.

