BOARD OF SELECTMEN

The Board of Selectmen consisting of  James M. Zeoli, First Selectman, Joseph F. Blake,
Mitchell R. Goldblatt, Anthony M. Nastri, Ralph G. Okenquist and  Judy W. Williams was elected on November 6, 2007 will serve a two-year term to November 13, 2009.

Of significant importance this year was:  1) Yale University’s acquisition of the Bayer Pharmaceutical site; 
2) Approval of a full-time position of School Resource Officer for Amity Regional High School; 
3) Approval for Curbside Bulky Waste Pickup; 4) Signing of The Orange/Derby Inter-municipal Sewer Agreement; 5) Approval to name the Orange Little Field OT3 in honor of Dr. Barry Goldberg; 
6) Abandonment of a portion of Taft Road between Hadley Avenue and Ohman Avenue sent to Town Meeting for approval; 7) Founder’s Way accepted as a town road; 8) Approval to build Christmas Tree Lane with its acceptance as a town road after its completion to town specifications; 9) Establishment of the Housatonic River Estuary Commission; 10) Adoption of a Fuel Efficient Vehicle Ordinance; 
11) Amendment of the Inland Wetlands & Water Courses Commission Ordinance reducing the membership from 9 to 7 members; and Amendment of Chapter 307 (Use of Public Property) Section 307-9 Custody and control of domestic animals; Removal of animal waste.   
Resolutions were adopted on the following matters:  Participation in FY 2008-09 Emergency Management/Performance Grant Program;  Participation in the Tobacco Prevention and Enforcement Police Partnership Program; Financial assistance to acquire Ewen Farm as open space; Continue participation in the Regional Hazardous Waste Collection Center; Endorsement for Solid Waste Study  beyond Resource Recovery Current 20 year contracts; Endorsement for “A South Central CT Regional Website Portal”; and Historic Preservation Grant for Fiscal Year 2008-09 for the Town Clerk’s Office.
Other matters addressed during this year included: CGI Communications welcome video to Orange linked to the Town’s website at no cost to the town; Green Meadow Farm’s “Festival of Cultures” was held on the Orange Fairgrounds  May 20-22, 2008; Upgrade to the land record computer system approved for the Town Clerk’s Office;  Approval for the proposed Peck Place School playground; the Orange Business Expo was held June 11, 2008 at the Showcase Cinema’s in Orange; Memorandum of Understanding approved to obtain grant money for clean energy; Liability and Workers’ Comp insurance awarded to CIRMA; and Seward and Monde approved as Town Auditors.
The Board of Selectmen thank all Board and Commission members, volunteers, interested citizens and Town employees who have come forward to help Town government operate in an orderly and businesslike fashion during the year.
In accordance with the Town Charter, the Board meets regularly on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the lower level meeting room of the Town Hall, 617 Orange Center Road.  The public is encouraged to attend all meetings of the Board of Selectmen.  Each regular meeting is also broadcast on Orange Government Access Television (Channel 79). In addition to the regular meetings, one Special Meeting was held.  

IN MEMORIAM

We wish to remember twenty individuals who passed away during this past year and who served the Town with distinction:  Thomas M. Wright, John Celone, Donald Kehrer, Gregory Mulherin, Grace Scillia, Bruce Newell, Michael Watts, William Fers, William Fuhlbruck, Harry Meusel, William Irons, Ruth Galway, Barry Novenstein, Marion Crocco, Dr. Sherwin Fischman, Ernest David Floyd, Russell McLean, George Gilson, Harry Grillo and Kevin Czesnowski – Police Officer. Their commitment to their responsibilities while serving the Town of Orange is acknowledged with gratitude.

