PROBATE COURT
In 1974 the Orange Probate Court was established by the State of Connecticut and the Court is supervised by the Probate Court Administrator’s office in West Hartford. The Probate Court is Connecticut’s oldest court system. The State Constitution mandates the quadrennial election of probate judges. John J.Carangelo was elected to his first term in 1999.

The Court provides access to those charged with estate administration and others who research the land records of Orange with respect to decedent’s estates, wills and trusts. The Probate Court also appoints and supervises conservators, guardians of minors and guardians of the mentally retarded. In addition, Probate Courts terminate parental rights, approve adoption agreements, and remove parents as guardians.  The Courts fill vacant trusteeships; hear accounts of testamentary trustees and intervivos trustees.  The Courts will hear appeals from decisions of the Succession Tax Commissioner. Change of Name petitions and approval of marriages of minors are brought to the Probate Courts.  To assist the public, the Orange Probate Court processes passport applications. 

From July 1, 2007 - June 2008 the Orange Probate Court handled:

· 192  Decedent estate matters
·   27 Trust  matters

·   43  Guardianship matters

·   36  Conservator matters

·   22   Mentally Retarded proceedings

·   10   Name Changes

·     8   Adoptions and Terminations
·   94   Passport Applications

·   12   Other Case Matters

Some changes have taken place including the resignation of our Probate Administrator James Lawlor, and the appointment of his replacement, Judge Paul Knierim. Judge Knierim will be faced with financial issues as it has become apparent that the system shall run a deficit beginning in 2010.  The issue of reorganization is back and our legislature will have its hands full with making the decision to fold our system into the Superior Court or provide us with money to continue.  The probate assembly continues to address our critics and improve the system.  The assembly has created uniform minimum standards for each court which state in part that each court must be open a minimum of twenty hours per week.  The implementation of such a rule will insure that the public has access to the courts.  Orange meets these minimum standards and will continue to do so.  In addition, Orange continues to meet its quarterly assessments and remains financially intact and extremely efficient.  

Currently the Court maintains hours from 8:30 AM to 1:00pm Monday through Friday. As usual, Judge Carangelo remains available for appointments.

