TOWN PLAN AND ZONING COMMISSION 
The Town Plan and Zoning Commission meets regularly on the first and third Tuesday of each month.  Twenty-one regular meetings and two special meetings were held during fiscal year 2007-2008. 

During the year, the Commission studied and amended several Orange Zoning regulations.  The Commission reviewed many pertinent issues, including sign regulations.  The T.P.Z.C. also began work on the Marsh Hill Road / Edison Road Development Study.  

Approvals were granted for the following major commercial Site Plan Applications:  307 Racebrook Road, approved for Site Plan Application and Architectural Standards Supplement; Sunrise Hill Estates, an Active Adult Community, Rt. 34 and Grassy Hill Road; Taylor Rental, 304 Boston Post Road, for expansion of the building and parking lot; Simone Development, 109 Boston Post Road, Site Plan Application and Architectural Standards Supplement to modify and refurbish the front façade; Precious Cargo Day Care, 308 Peck Lane; Stop & Shop, 259 Bull Hill Lane, Lighting Supplement; Chip’s Restaurant, 321 Boston Post Road, Site Plan with Architectural Standards Supplement; 447 Boston Post Road, request for modification of Site Plan Approval and Architectural Standards Supplement; 363 Boston Post Road, façade renovation and pylon sign replacement, Site Plan with Architectural Standards Supplement.  Site Plan Approvals with Architectural Standards Supplements were also granted for a Deli at 240 Indian River Road, Springbrook Commons; FireLite Shopping Center, 27 and 35 Old Tavern Road, for façade renovations; and Crossroads Associates, 263-267 Boston Post Road, for food take-out service.

Special Permits were granted for Sunrise Hill Estates, to construct Active Adult Community age-restricted housing; Dunkin Donuts, 377 Boston Post Road, for a drive-thru service window; and Crossroads Associates, 263-267 Boston Post Road, for a food take-out establishment.

A favorable finding was found on the following Municipal Improvements as per Section 8-24 of the CT General Statutes:  request to redesign the road and parking lot of the Old Tavern Road Recreation Area; a new playground for Peck Place School; and the abandonment of Taft Road, from Hadley Road to Ohman Avenue.

Three Special Permit Applications for the Conversion of a Dwelling to Accommodate Elderly Housing were approved for Romano, 196 Orchard Road; Thompson, 555 Dogwood Road; and Pascucci, 325 Manley Heights.  This program offers a housing alternative for the elderly.

Two Temporary Special Use Earth Materials Removal and Filling approvals were issued:  522 Wheeler’s Farm Road and Sunrise Hill Estates, corner of Rt. 34 and Grassy Hill Road.

Three residential Re-Subdivision Approvals were issued:  Sunrise Hill Estates / Field Stone Estates, Rt. 34 and Grassy Hill Road, for the consolidation of 21 existing lots to seven lots.  Farm River Estates, to re-subdivide 22.78 acres of Residential (RES) zoned land into nine lots, and for the extension of St. John’s Drive.  The construction of Farm River Road was also approved.

For many years, the Town of Orange has been the beneficiary of having sound zoning ordinances, carefully written, and strictly enforced.  The Orange we know today is the result of diligent effort by the Zoning Commission dating back to 1937, when zoning was introduced.  The future growth of Orange, in large part, will rely on the continued vigilance of the Commission.

