CASE MEMORIAL LIBRARY
In its commitment to provide excellent service, which is paramount, the Case Memorial Library continues to increase use and accessibility, expand resources, services and programs that strengthen its connection to the community.

A generous gift from an anonymous donor enabled the library to purchase and permanently mount an LCD projector in the Meeting Room. The addition of a new DVD player and installation of ceiling speakers have improved the sound quality of film programs. Individuals using the room can easily connect a laptop computer to the projector for PowerPoint presentations; wireless access is also available.  The library purchased eight new computers for the Reference Area. The addition of these units provides more space for Internet use and for participants in the library’s free computer training classes, which are taught by experienced volunteers.

Remote service has been extended. The number of visitors to the library’s web page and subscribers to the email list continues to grow. Patrons have full use of Millennium, the automated catalog, free iConn full-text magazine databases, and InfoAnytime, the online Reference Service, from any location enabling them to stay connected 24/7 with library happenings.  

According to the patron counter installed this year, over 81,000 individuals frequented the library. They took advantage of the excellent materials and technology, attended over 400 meetings and used the quiet study rooms 899 times! The library offered 238 programs for all ages with an impressive attendance of over 6,400 people. Informative adult programs focused on global warming, reducing stress, healing through hypnosis, a book discussion series and two cooking demonstrations that featured barbeque and brunch cuisine. Teens participated in Book Chat Café, the after-school discussion group that meets at Amity Middle School/Orange. Children delighted to presentations about earthworms and doodlebugs, film programs and weekly story hours. Programs sponsored by The Friends of the Library and the Shirley Martin Prown Endowment Fund also contributed to the enrichment of the community. The monthly Art in the Library exhibits attracted many to view the works of talented area artists. The library continued its partnership with Orange Community Services by serving as the location for the popular Opera Series and for Intergenerational Tutoring, a program that pairs adult seniors with students needing assistance in various academic subjects; 21 students participated.

The library is dedicated to reaching every reader. Last year, over 84,000 reading materials were borrowed by adults, teens and children. Two hundred and twenty-four children participated in Read Around the World, the summer reading program; approximately 4,300 books were read. It’s Hip to Read, the teen summer reading program experienced an increase in the number of participants. For the first time, the library participated in the Big Read-Greater New Haven by joining with other towns to read Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury. Throughout May and June, a kick-off reception, free book discussions, a film program and other activities were offered at the library in conjunction with this critically acclaimed novel. The Big Read event culminated as part of The International Festival of Arts & Ideas in New Haven.    

As always, the library acknowledges the effort and contributions of its outstanding volunteers. Through the success of the semi-annual Basement Book Sale, the Friends of the Library continue to fund programs and provide free and reduced-rate passes to popular museums, historic sites and attractions in Connecticut and nearby locations. This year, they generously purchased a Venmill buffing-machine that cleans and repairs scratches on DVD’s and compact discs to prolong their circulation. 

The Case Memorial Library is an active community center. Its goal is to make it easier for residents of all ages to adapt to their changing world. Through freely available materials, technology and outstanding programs, the library serves to connect people to resources, information and knowledgeable staff who can assist them. 
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