BOARD OF HEALTH
The Board of Health has the responsibility to insure the implementation and enforcement of all public health laws, ordinances, rules and regulations consistent with the Town Charter and Connecticut Department of Public Health and Addiction (DEPHA) codes.  The Orange Health Department is organized into two service areas, the Medical Division consisting of the Orange Visiting Nurse Association (OVNA) and Community Health Nursing Programs; and the Environmental Health Division.  Both service areas are under the direction of the Director of Health .This past year the Board was pleased to welcome Joanne E. Davis, R.N., MPH as our new Director of the OVNA.

In September a guest presenter, James Paturas, discussed vital aspects of emergency management planning for health agencies.  It was stressed that emergency management involves planning, structure and arrangements that have been established in order to work in a comprehensive and coordinated way with Town, State and Federal agencies for an effective response to the whole spectrum of emergency needs.  Dr. Zelson also presented the Board with a listing of all the medical professionals (M.D.’s, nurses, EMT’s, paramedics, etc.) living in Orange who might be called upon during an extreme emergency.
Town Sanitarian, Fred Schumacher, and Joanne Davis reported on a Pandemic Flu tabletop exercise they participated in.  This is a public health issue of significant importance.

Charles Babson of American Medical Response reviewed a statistical analysis of ambulance services provided Orange from January 1, 2007 to December 31, 2007.  In most categories the data is comparable to data of previous years.  Patient Satisfaction Questionnaire results received by the Board regarding the professional services provided during medical response and transportation were once again reported as excellent.

The Health Department continues to be represented on the Town’s Emergency Management Committee by Dr. Zelson, Mr. Schumacher, Ms. Davis and Mr. Fodero.

Monitoring of mosquito control, especially for the West Nile Virus, remains a priority of the Board.  It was noted that larviciding is done on five areas of Town property every 2-3 weeks; up to 900 catch basins are usually done in June and September.

Meetings of the Board of Health are held on the third Monday during the months of January, March, April, May, June, September, October and November at 7:30 p.m. in the second floor conference room of the Case Memorial Library.

