ORANGE VOLUNTEER FIRE ASSOCIATION, INC.

The Orange Volunteer Fire Association, Inc. is comprised solely by volunteer firefighters who respond to and take action at fires and emergency incidents in the Town of Orange.  There were 468 calls for service during the past fiscal year.  
The election of officers resulted in several persons assuming new line officer positions: Chief Charles Gagel, Deputy Chief Keith Anderson, Assistant Chiefs John Knight and Pompeo Gatto, Captains Michael Esposito and Joseph Davis, Lieutenants Dan Johnson, Wayne Jansen, Joe Pugh, and Robert Lohrenz. 
The department continues to work with the Town of Orange Director of Emergency Management and the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) to develop responses for emergencies in town.  

Active members are pursuing grant opportunities to replace existing safety equipment for firefighters, including personal protective equipment and self-contained breathing apparatus.  These items are essential to the safety of firefighters functioning in hazardous environments.  Efforts to obtain grant funds are another way that the volunteers work to minimize fire protection costs for the Town of Orange. 
To be better able to assist at motor vehicle accident scenes, the members have purchased additional extrication and vehicle stabilizing equipment.  These incidents generally involve serious injuries where time is critical.  The new equipment will help members to be more effective in extricating victims while emphasizing personal safety.  

The department continues an employee assistance program to provide support services for volunteer firefighters.  The program seeks to help maintain volunteers’ well-being, given the physical and emotional dangers that firefighters encounter.  

Training remains a department priority.  During the past year, a number of members completed State of Connecticut courses, including Firefighter I and Firefighter II.  Further, classes were held for the National Incident Management System (NIMS), training that is mandated by the federal government as part of its homeland security initiative.  
The members of the volunteer fire department work throughout the year to raise funds for equipment to protect the citizens of the town and their property.  We appreciate the contributions made by the Town of Orange, businesses, organizations, and residents to support our efforts. 
A sincere thank you to the active members and their families for their service to the department and the community.

