
FIRE MARSHAL
The Fire Marshal's office operates under the direction of the Board of Selectman, the Connecticut Department of Public Safety/Office of State Fire Marshal, and various Federal agencies.  The responsibilities of our department can be broken down into three main categories: enforcement of the Connecticut Fire Code, fire investigations, and public fire safety education.  Fire Code enforcement includes annual inspections of all new and existing buildings located in the Town of Orange, except for one and two family homes.  In conjunction with Orange Building Official Fred Trotta, the department reviews all construction plans for new commercial buildings, as well as all renovations that may take place, to ensure compliance with the Connecticut Fire Safety Code.  In addition to the review of construction plans, the office is required to inspect those buildings that are under construction and/or renovation to ensure code compliance. 

As per State Statute, the department is responsible for the inspection of commercial and industrial businesses, and responds to citizen complaints regarding these facilities.  Our staff has an aggressive schedule for site inspections and any subsequent abatement of violations that are found as a result of these activities.  Working closely with property owners, managers, and employees, our staff ensures that compliance with the Connecticut Fire Safety Code is achieved in a timely manner.  However, you as citizens can help us in our inspection efforts.  If you feel that an unsafe fire or emergency condition exists in a business or public place, contact our office so one of the staff can make an inspection.  
For the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007, and ending June 30, 2008, the Orange Fire Marshal’s Office activity statistics are:
Town Fire Code Inspection/ Enforcement and Prevention Statistics:

Fire Code Inspections which includes initial and re-inspection activities





830

State Fire Safety Code violations discovered and cited during inspections



2834

State Fire Safety Code violations that were corrected after being cited




2355
Review of building plans for State Fire Code compliance






102

Fire origin and cause investigations









52

Other activities, such as meetings, consultations, training classes, etc





213

Total permits issued










73
Town Fire Incident Response Statistics:

Fires, including buildings, vehicles, and outdoor property






60
Hazardous Condition responses









111

Rescue calls











16

False alarms











216

Other types of responses










65

Total












468

Of the 468 fires calls answered by the Orange Volunteer Fire Department for this fiscal period, 46% were false fire alarms.  Many of these calls for service were due to fire alarm system malfunctions caused by a lack of maintenance.  If you own a fire alarm system either in your home or business, annual testing and maintenance is vital to ensure proper operation and to reduce the number of false alarms.  

