EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL PREPAREDNESS

The town of Orange Emergency Management is headed by Director Fred Palmer and due to the expanding role nationwide in Homeland Security, Kenneth Lyke Jr. has held the position of Assistant Director for the past year. We have attended several conferences and training sessions throughout the year and there is an Emergency Management Advisory Council which meets monthly to discuss activities and plan exercises.  The council consists of several town department heads, Red Cross, Military and other volunteers who will be operating the Emergency Operations Center in case of an emergency.

Communications is top priority during an emergency and the town has a Reverse 911 telephone system so we can contact towns people at their homes.  We have radios so we can communicate directly with our state Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security and are installing a radio system so we have better communications with area towns. Your federal and state dollars are paying for much of this as there is an ongoing funding program administered by the state Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security (DEMHS) granting funds to the town of Orange and more recently to Regions of the state.  Orange is in Region 2 which consists of towns along Long Island Sound, Milford to Old Saybrook.  We are working with Ham radio operators to reinforce our communications.  

CERT
The Town of Orange has a citizen’s corps - Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) which comes under the direction of Emergency Management and was formed in 2005 as a result of the turmoil in the world.  CERT is a nationally endorsed organization through the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  This group of 28 men and women volunteers has completed training to help their fellow citizens in case of an emergency.  They are specializing in preparing to operate our emergency shelter at High Plains Community Center.  We are in the process of acquiring more cots for the shelter.  In case of a long term emergency FEMA will provide large quantities of water, food (meals ready to eat (MRE)) and tarps and we have a plan to receive these items at the High Plains Community Center.

CERT meets monthly planning their training and other activities.  They have worked with Hamden, West Haven  and Woodbridge in preparation for emergencies.   Communications is vital during an emergency and CERT is working to be able to communicate within town during an emergency.  
The town has an agreement with the American Red Cross to operate our shelters (High Plains Community Center, Turkey Hill School, Laurel Garden’s and other town buildings if necessary) in case of a local emergency and our Citizens Emergency response Team (CERT) is becoming very active in this regard.
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