ORANGE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
During the 2007-2008 Fiscal Year, the Orange Economic Development Commission undertook a series of activities coordinated to enhance the Town’s ability to attract retail, commercial, and industrial businesses.  Some of these activities included:

· Development of a new Property Inventory Report, 

· Development of a new Marketing Brochure and Corresponding Demographics Fact Sheet,
· Continued maintenance and monthly updates of the OrangeEDC.com website, 
· Monthly Newsletter distributed via email to economic development contacts, and 
· Continued the 2008 Orange Community and Business Exposition and associated Brokers Tour.
The Orange Economic Development Commission is continually improving outreach to prospective business and ensuring that tools are in place for successful economic development initiatives.  
During 2007, the Commission, through the support of the economic development staff, created a monthly newsletter that is electronically delivered to local, regional and national contacts.  These contacts include retailers, developers, and real estate professionals.    The newsletter has enabled business contacts to directly and immediately contact the town’s economic development professionals.  Coupled with the continued update of the Orange Economic Development Website, the commission has developed an effective communication system.  

This past year, the commission developed a brand new marketing brochure, which highlights Orange’s attributes, is proactively distributed to cultivate new business recruitment prospects to the town.  Every business that has expressed interest in moving to Orange is also provided a marketing brochure.  The businesses targeted through the marketing initiative incorporate retail, manufacturing and service industries.  
The Orange Economic Development Commission has been a key contributor of the Annual Orange Business & Community Exposition.  The Expo, which is held the second week of June at the Showcase Cinemas of Marsh Hill Road, saw the participation of over 800 persons during the day long affair.  This year’s event incorporated 94 booths and hosted 98 vendors showcasing their products and services at the Expo.  In addition to the usual activities the Orange Economic Development Commission hosted the 2nd Annual Broker’s Tour. The tour which included a number of regional commercial brokerage firms toured a number of available commercial and industrial properties in town.  The event was well received by the broker’s and will become a staple of the Annual Orange Business & Community Expo.
The Orange Economic Development Commission is pleased to perform these activities on behalf of the Orange community and welcomes comments or suggestions to assist in furthering the economic development potential of the town.   

