CONSERVATION COMMISSION

The Conservation Commission meets in the small Conference Room in the basement of the Town Hall at 5:45 PM on the third Monday of each month except for January and February when, because of scheduled holidays on the third Monday, the meetings are on the second Monday.

State Statutes authorize Conservation Commissions to be responsible “for the development, conservation, supervision, and regulation of natural resources, including water resources”.  The Commission manages the Howard D. Brooks Wepawaug Conservation Area off Mapledale Road and, in cooperation with the Interservice Clubs Committee of New Haven, the owner of Camp Cedarcrest, and the Orange Land Trust, maintains the Orange Triangle Trail which traverses the Howard D. Brooks Conservation Area, Camp Cedarcrest, and Orange Land Trust properties consisting of the Whitney Tract, the Ravine and the Kowal Nature Preserve.   The trail is approximately a mile long. The trails and parking lot are open from one half hour before sunrise to one half hour after sunset year round.  The parking lot, off Mapledale Road, is not plowed during the winter.  The maintenance on this trail has traditionally been done by Commission members, members of the Orange Land Trust and other volunteers.

The Conservation Commission has, just this year, assumed a role in the review of development applications submitted to the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission and to the Town Plan and Zoning Commission by making recommendations to the latter commission before final approval is given.  This is a common procedure in many towns in Connecticut.  It ensures that environmental and open space considerations are carefully considered before approval.


For years heavy rains have caused the Wepawaug River to overflow its banks just above the bridge in the Conservation Area. The flood waters flowed across the field back toward Surrey Drive.  As the result of a flood in April, 2007 the Town has constructed a berm to protect several Surrey Drive houses from the effect of the Wepawaug overflowing its banks in the future.   In addition there has been discussion of dredging portions of the Wepawaug River.  The replacement of the bridge over the Wepawaug in the Conservation Area has been delayed because of uncertainties as to whether the work to prevent flooding will increase the probability of erosion of the bridge foundation areas.  The replacement of this bridge remains as an extremely high priority.


The Commission recommended and the Selectmen have amended the Town's Pet Ordinance to include the requirement that pets be leashed while on Town property, including roads, school grounds, open space, trails and the Country Fair Grounds.  Leashing is important for the protection of other users and also the wildlife which inhabits our passive open space.  The Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection requires leashing in Connecticut State Parks and Forests and prohibits pets in campgrounds.

